ENTERTAINING  GANDHI
have announced their intention of taking and to
which   the! Government   will   take   all   necessary
measures*5*
This telegram was regarded by The Times of India
as Ill-advised and instrumental in producing a
deadlock between the Government and the Congress.
On the morning of January 3, Mr. Gandhi
addressed the following final telegram to the Viceroy:
fc Thanks for your wire of even date. I cannot help
expressing deep regret for the decision of His
Excellency and his Government. Surely It Is wrong
to describe an honest expression of opinion as a
threat. May I remind the Government that the
Delhi negotiations were opened and carried on
whilst civil disobedience was on5 and that when the
Pact was made civil disobedience was not given up
but only discontinued. This position was reasserted
and accepted by His Excellency and his Government,
In Simla, in September last, prior to my departure
for London. Although I had made it clear that
under certain circumstances the Congress might
have to resume civil disobedience, the Government
did not break off negotiations. That It was made
clear by the Government that civil disobedience
carried with it the penalty for disobedience merely
proves what civil reslsters bargain for, but do<es not
in any way affect my argument. Had the Govern-
ment resented that attitude, It was open to them not
to send me to London. On the contrary, my
departure had His Excellency's blessings.
** Nor Is It fair or correct to suggest that I have
ever advanced the claim that any policy of the